


Ref] e@ti@)msj

There is probably no story from the Bible better known
than that of the “Good Samaritan”. Itis quoted, copied,
adapted and recognized by almost everyone. Laws pertaining
to giving aid and comfort to victims of accidents, assaults, or
injury are called “Good Samaritan” laws. Service clubs and
other organizations pattern their charters on the principles
Jesus was illustrating when He was using this story to answer a
lawyer who had asked Jesus “who is my neighbor?” The
illustration used is so simple, and so clear, that even children
can grasp the meaning, and personal application, of the story.

29 But he, (The Lawyer) wanting to justify himself, said to Jesus, "And who is
my n e i g'THemJesu3 dnswered and said: "A certain man went down from
Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves, who stripped him of his clothing,
wounded him, and departed, leaving him half dead. 3! "Now by chance a certain
priest came down that road. And when he saw him, he passed by on the other
side. 3 "Likewise a Levite, when he arrived at the place, came and looked, and
passed by on the other side. 33 "But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came
where he was. And when he saw him, he had compassion. 3* "So he went to him
and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine; and he set him on his own
animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. 3> "On the next day, when he
departed, he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said to him,
‘*Take care of him; and whatever mol
you.'3% "So which of these three do you think was neighbor to him who fell among
t he t h3 Aadhessid "He who showed mercy on him." Then Jesus said to
him, "Go and do likewise." (Luke 10:29-37 NKJ)

Here Jesus explains, using this story, that showing mercy to
those who find themselves in great need is the essence of being
aneighbor. In our churches we encounter many types of
injury, loss, suffering and need. The principles Jesus taught in
the story of the Good Samaritan, still apply in our day and age,
as the Bible tells us to love the Lord with all our heart, soul,
mind and strength and our neighbor as ourselves. Who then is
our neighbor? From the parable we learn that it is the one in
our pathway that has need of aid and comfort. Notice that the
religious ones passed on by without offering aid and comfort. It
was the Samaritan, the outcast one, that stopped, gave aid,
continued to serve and minister to the injured man and saw to

it that other help had been secured to see the man through to
the recovery of his strength. In so doing he had cared for his
neighborin a manner prescribed by the law.

Even though we are not under the letter of the law because
of Christ, the law of life in Him holds us to a standard that even
exceeds that of the law. We are to minister, from the heart, in
His name, and in the power of the Holy Spirit. Jesus again,
telling us this time of God’s judgement, teaches us about
serving in His name when we serve those who are in need.

32 "All the nations will be gathered before Him, and He will separate them one
from another, as a shepherd divides his sheep from the goats. 33 "And He will set
the sheep on His right hand, but the goats on the left. 3* "Then the King will say to
those on His right hand, *Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom
prepared for you from the foundation of the world: 3° “for | was hungry and you
gave Me food; | was thirsty and you gave Me drink; | was a stranger and you took
Me in; 3% I was naked and you clothed Me; | was sick and you visited Me; | was in
prison and vy ¥ rhecthemghteduswill Whewer Him, saying, “Lord,
when did we see You hungry and feed You, or thirsty and give You drink? 38 "When
did we see You a stranger and take You in, or naked and clothe You? 3° "Or when
did we see You sick, d%And the Kipgwill gnswer,
and say to them, Assuredly, | say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the least
of these My br et hWwaghew25:3g-49nKkJ)) di d it t o

Scripture is clear that our salvation is by grace, through
faith in Christ, not of works, but it also makes equally clear that
we are a new creation of God, created unto good works. £ For by
grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift
of God,’ not of works, lest anyone should boast. 1° For we are His workmanship,
created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we
should walk in them. (Ephesians2:8-10NkJ) Here it is made apparent that
there is purpose for our new life in Christ. We are to do the
works of Him who called us to Himself, and He has declared
that we are to love and serve our neighbor as our self, and that
in doing so we are ministering unto Him.

Paul encourages the Corinthian Church that they are to be
steadfastin their service to the Lord. We must also be often
reminded that our service to our neighbor is service to the
Lord. Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always
abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the
Lord. (1 Corinthians 15:58 NKJ) It is easy to get caught up in our own
pursuits of pleasure, wealth, and comfort, let’s instead of such a
focus begin to look about us for those that need aid and comfort
inJesus. PastorDoug



