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But all religionslead to the same place, don’tthey? This
question, that tends to be raised when religious belief is discussed,
is usually answered in the affirmative especially by those who
deny that Jesus Christ is the only way to receive eternal life, and by
those who hope that their brand of spirituality will result in their
going to heaven even though Jesus has no part in their beliefs.
Jesus, however, makes very clear that He is indeed the only way.
He explains to Thomas... "I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one
comes to the Father except through Me. (John 14:6 NKJ). Earlier Jesus had a
conversation with the Pharisee, Nicodemus, and He explained
tohimthat...* God so | oved the world tha
that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. 7 "For
God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world
through Him might be saved. ' "He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he
who does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the
name of the only begotten Son of God. (John 3:16-18 NKJ)

Because Jesus has made the claim to be equal with God, men
have been trying to discredit His sacrificial offering of Himself for
our sins since the crucifixion itself. They argue with His claims of
being the exclusive way to have eternal life. There have been
many others who have claimed to be prophets, messiahs, or other
spiritual leaders, but by denying Jesus as the savior of man, they
are found to be liars and frauds. Sadly, too many are duped into
accepting the lies and claims of these false prophets and as a
result, will spend eternity without God unless they repent of their
arrogance and their sins and accept Christ as their Savior.

Jesus warned that many would come with such claims. And
Jesus answered and said to them: "Take heed that no one deceives you.® "For
many will come in My name, saying, ‘| am the Christ,' and will deceive many.
(Matthew 24:4-5NKJ) Jude and many other of the writers of
Scripture warn of false teachers. For certain men have crept in
unnoticed, who long ago were marked out for this condemnation, ungodly men,
who turn the grace of our God into lewdness and deny the only Lord God and our
Lord Jesus Christ. (Jude 1:4 NkJ) So how do we know we are on the
right path that leads to eternal life? Jesus explains that we
must... "Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that
leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it. ** "Because narrow is the

gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few who find it.
(Matthew 7:13-14 NKJ) Here we see, once again, that He is that way,
the narrow one, so that the one who accepts His substitutionary
death on our behalf, and who follows Him in faith obeying His
commandments, can walk in His assurance that they are
walking the right road.

When we walk in relationship with Jesus, the Holy Spirit
gives us a constant witness that we are His children. The Spirit
Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, (Romans 8:16 NKJ)
With this provision of God, we can indeed walk in confidence in
our salvation in Christ and know that we are on the right path.
What do we then say to those who would argue with us about the
exclusivity of Christ’s claim? Many sincerely follow the paths that
lead to loss and destruction. In Christ alone are the words of life.
When many followers of Christ left Him, He challenged the twelve
concerning their intentions. 67 Then Jesus said to the twelve, "Do you also
want to go away?"® But Simon Peter answered Him, "Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life. ¢° "Also we have come to believe and know
that You are the Christ, the Son of the living God."

(John 6:67-69 NKJ) Peter, with insight given by God, proclaimed a
profound truth. He correctly stated that the Word of Life can only
come from Jesus. To abandon Him would place them on the wrong
road, the road that leads to death.

When we address the issue of “all paths lead to heaven” with
adherents of false belief systems, we must point them to Jesus
as the only way. We know that all have sinned and missed the
mark. (Romans 3:23) It was Jesus who died for our sin. (John
3:16) It was He that died for us while we were yet ungodly.
(Romans 5:8-10) It is by grace through faith in Christ alone that
we have eternal life. (Ephesians 2:1-12) There is no other name
by which man can be saved. (Acts 4:12) All of these are based on
the reality of what sin brings as its end. Sin’s wages are death,
but God’s gift is eternal life in Jesus. (Romans 6:23)

Though we must be faithful in sharing the Gospel of Christ, we
must also realize that it is the Holy Spirit who draws men to Jesus.
Our efforts to convince, and convert another to Jesus and His offer
of salvation are futile without the work of the Holy Spirit in their
hearts. So let’s be certain the we are on the right road, and then let
us be faithful in sharing the good news of Jesus to those who are
misdirected and let Him draw them to Himself. Heaven will
rejoice when one lost lamb comes to Jesus.
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