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Reilactions

Have you noticed the headlines lately? Whether it is on the
television news channels, the newspapers and magazines, or on
the internet, we are bombarded daily with gloom and doom,
wars and predictions of wars, weather related catastrophes,
along with murders, robberies, and many other criminal acts.

It seems to point to an ever increasing global chaos that can be
frightening and a cause for wondering: Who’s in control?

Jesus told His disciples that a time would come when these
things would be common place. Notice what He tells them
when they ask... "Tell us, when will these things be? And what will be the sign
of Your coming, and of the end of the age?" * And Jesus answered and said to
them..."Take heed that no one deceives you.® "For many will come in My name,
saying: 'l am the Christ,' and will deceive many. ¢ "And you will hear of wars and
rumors of wars. See that you are not troubled; for all these things must come to
pass, but the end is not yet. 7 "For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom
against kingdom. And there will be famines, pestilences, and earthquakes in
various places. & "All these are the beginning of sorrows. (Matthew24:3:8 NKJ) His
explanation to them of these end time events bears an uncanny
resemblance to today’s headlines. Many are now asking: Could
we be living in those times?

Only God, Himself, can answer that question. We, however,
can look to His Word and see that, regardless of the world’s
condition or ours, He is still in control. When He judged the world
by water, Noah learned that God is in control. When the Hebrew
children were thrown into the fiery furnace, they learned that God
is in control. When Daniel was cast into the lion’s den, he learned
that God is in control. When the disciples were storm-tossed, they
learned that God is in control. Stephen, when he was martyred,
looked into heaven and learned that God is in control. Hebrews
chapter 11, gives testimony of the men and women of God who
believed, even unto death, that God is in control.

Much of the difficulty we have in accepting that God is in
control of His creation, is that we have built a belief system that
declares that walking with God is to be a life of ease, blessing and
wealth. We have been sold the notion that since we are children of
the King we should walk in all the trappings of royal wealth and
privilege, which is contrary to the Lord’s clear teaching that in this

world we will have tribulation. James tells us that even trials are
under His control and have a purpose in our spiritual lives.
Listen to what he says. 2 My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into

various trials, 3 knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience.
(James 1:2-3 NKJ)

A second source of difficulty, in seeing God’s control in the
midst of chaos, is that we have become so earth and self-centered
that we can easily forget that His promise is eternal life with Him
through Jesus. We are so focused on the day to day challenges of
life that we can become spiritually insensitive to His leading and
guiding. We neglect His Word, we neglect His call to pray without
ceasing, we seek our own paths without acknowledging His care
for us or our relationship to him, and then we find ourselves
complaining that things are out of control.

Let’slook at how we might escape this dilemma. Paul, in his
letter to the church in Rome, explains that because God is in
control we can be persuaded that nothing can overcome His
power and, as His children in Christ, have confidence in that fact.
Notice how he explains this concept. 3> Who shall separate us from the
love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or
nakedness, or peril, or sword? 3¢ As it is written: "For Your sake we are killed all
day long; We are accounted as sheep for the slaughter®." 37 Yet in all these things
we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us. 3 For | am persuaded
that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things
present nor things to come, (Romans 8:35-38 NKJ) Does your life contain
tribulation, distress, famine or peril? Even such as these can’t
separate you from His love and care for you.

Peter also reminds us... ¢ Therefore humble yourselves under the
mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time, 7 casting all your care
upon Him, for He cares for you. (1Peter5:6-7 NKJ) Given all these special
assurances of God’s control and care for us, the questions then
center not around who is in control, rather, they must focus on
why we are not seeing and acknowledging His presence in our
lives and therefore are not seeing or acknowledging that He is
indeed still in control. The answer to the quandary is Jesus. Paul
asks and answers the question in this way. 2 O wretched man that | am!
Who will deliver me from this body of death? 2> | thank God-- through Jesus Christ
our Lord! (Romans 7:24-25 NKJ) It is indeed through Jesus Christ our
Lord that we can rest assured that our eternal future is secure
and that He is still in control of this chaotic world. Not only
that, but remember, He cares for you. Pastor Doug



