
Teach Them How to Fish!



The old proverb admonishes that if you give a man a fish, 

you feed him for a day, but if you teach a man to fish you will feed him 

for a lifetime.(author unknown)  Our kids have just finished our annual 

splash camp and, among the many scheduled activities, they get to try 

their hand at fishing.  In a short time they learn to catch the little fish 

living near the dock and their success is met with great happiness, but 

more importantly, they are daily learning lessons from the Scripture that 

they can apply to their young lives and hopefully will always remember.

In carrying this metaphor of teaching one how to fish to a different 

application we can break down the things involved in the teaching 

process and then apply them to new circumstances. We start with the 

basic steps in how the equipment works. A rod and reel require a certain 

amount of skill to use them as effective tools for delivering the bait or 

lure to the fish. Once we have mastered the functions of the equipment, 

we then need to understand our quarry so we know what to place in front 

of them to tempt them to eat the bait or strike the lure. Each fish may 

have a very limited number food sources and the bait and lures are 

designed to mimic these sources of food or to trigger their defenses in 

order to get them to take the hook.  Next comes the idea of 

“presentation” of the bait or lure.  Improperly presented, the bait or lure 

may spook the fish rather than attract them. If we convince a fish to 

strike, we need to learn how to set the hook and then to fight the fish 

without breaking him off.  If the fish is kept for eating then one must 

learn how to clean and prepare them to provide a safe and delicious 

meal.  If, instead, we are going to release the fish we must learn how to 

do so without injuring the fish. With practice of these very general rules, 

we can help another to become an effective fisherman.

As those who have accepted Jesus as Lord and Savior, we have been 

given a command from Him to go and make disciples in His name and to 

teach them to be obedient to His Word.  This commission begins with our 

children. The Bible in both Old and New Testaments requires us to raise our 

children in the teaching and fear of God.  First in the Old Testament we 

read… 6 "And these words which I command you today shall be in your heart.  7

"You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you 
sit in your house, when you walk by the way, when you lie down, and when you 

rise up.  (Deuteronomy 6:6-7 NKJ)  This same principle is also given in the New 

Testament when we read…Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is 
right. 2 "Honor your father and mother," which is the first commandment with 
promise: 3 "that it may be well with you and you may live long on the earth." 4 And 
you, fathers, do not provoke your children to wrath, but bring them up in the 

training and admonition of the Lord.   (Ephesians 6:1-4 NKJ) It is quite plain to see 

that teaching our children to feed themselves on the Word of God is really 

not an option for Christian parents.  

You can teach them lessons from time to time and influence their 

thinking for the moment.  This is like giving them a fish which means that 

we have fed them for a meal.  When we teach them to search the Word for 

God’s truth, and when we have taught them how to understand and apply 

the Bible’s message to their life, we are teaching them how to fish.  If 

done consistently, we help instill a hunger for the Word that will carry 

them for their lifetime. They will have become those who can feed from 

the Word on their own and who will also teach their children how to also 

feed themselves on the bread of life.

First they learn to handle the “equipment” properly, which means that 

they will “rightly divide the Word of Truth” when they then teach their 

future children. Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who 

does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. (2Timothy 2:15 NKJ)  

It then becomes important to teach them how to share the Word with 

others.  As they present the Word it must be delivered from a life that is in 

compliance with the truth being taught. It’s why we are told that the Word 

must be in our heart in order to teach it effectively.   5 "You shall love the 
LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your strength.
6 "And these words which I command you today shall be in your heart.
(Deuteronomy 6:5-6 NKJ)   Finally it is also an imperative that we must learn to 

walk worthy of the calling with which we have been called. (Ephesians 4:1) If 

our walk doesn’t reflect our own obedience to the Lord and His Word, we 

run the risk of hypocrisy being the lesson taught and learned rather than 

the example of being an obedient disciple.

It’s up to us as the older generation to teach, train, speak of, and live 

the Gospel in front of the young ones.  It’s an imperative that we, in 

essence, teach the younger ones how to fish.  We must leave them a 

legacy of godly example, of totally committed teachers, genuinely 

obedient disciples, and of a people who live the Word each day.  We must 

also provide them with the skills to rightly divide the Word of Truth. We 

must ñteach them to fish.ò    - Pastor Doug


