< Sermon Notes >




‘In the harbor stands a lady with her torch lifted high”
declare the lyrics to a song about freedom. The National
declares that the United States is the land of the free. Our
currency declares, “In God We Trust.” Still as July 41, the day that we
set aside to celebrate our liberty, approaches we must consider the
growing reality that we are now facing a loss of freedom on many
fronts. As an administration and Congress, enamored with a
government that exerts ever greater power over the governed, continue
to usurp the freedoms of economic, personal, and social conductin our
nation, can freedom and liberty long endure?

When individuals learn to be dependent on a “big brother” type
government that promises cradle to grave security, there is a loss of
personal responsibility and it can only end in a totalitarian strategy to
control the masses. It seems not to matter to the politicians that their
social dreams have been dashed in failure whenever and wherever
they’ve been tried. They still seem bent on destroying that which has
preserved the great experiment that our nation has been, in order to
replace it with the failed ideologies of centralized governments.

God has clearly blessed America while she acknowledged Him as the
originator and creator of the purpose for man and that He has provided
within man the capacity to walk in freedom and relationship with Him in
Christ Jesus. Even though the early Fathers may not have all been true
followers of Jesus, they still acknowledged the need to be a nation of
people who were accountable to God for their behaviors and choices,
and the republic that they constructed gained its greatest purpose and
position in the world as a result of that philosophy. The Bible helps us
grasp why this is so when we read... Blessed is the nation whose God is the
LORD, (Psalm 33:12 NKJ) As long as the Biblical principles of right and
wrong were at the core of American thought, we prospered. When we
lost sight of God and His position as the Creator, we began the long slide
away from the very basis for our freedom.

Today, America is sick. She has lost her vision and her focus on the
God who gave her the blessings of liberty. We have become a people
who now have traded our birthright of liberty for the illusion of security.
We no longer depend on God for guidance, but rather look to the failed

political philosophies of men, to guide our leaders and establish our
future. These political strategies have originated in the minds of men
who have declared themselves to be enemies of God and are only

destined to receive His wrath. The Bible explains... For since the creation of
the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood by the things
that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without
excuse, %1 because, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor
were thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were

darkened.??Pr of essing t o be wi(Romans1:20RZNKJ) b e
As the foolish rule, their subjects pay the price for their arrogance. It

is definitely time, and past time, for the Church of Jesus to pray for His

healing of our land. God has promised, as He did to Solomon,: ... # "if

My people who are called by My name will humble themselves, and pray and seek
My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then | will hear from heaven, and will

forgive their sin and heal their land. (2Chronicles 7:13-14 NKJ) Historically
during the times when evil rulers sat in the seats of authority, the
nations were under judgement and turmoil. When evil rulers are in
power, the Church always comes under intense persecution and we
seem to be destined to repeat this same pattern in our own nation.

In similar fashion men walk in bondage to sin and regardless of their
efforts to find a solution through the various religions of the world or by
various self-help strategies, they remain trapped in their sin. Paul calls

our attention to this when he states: 8 For I know that in me (that is, in my
flesh) nothing good dwells; for to will is present with me, but how to perform what
is good I do not find. *° For the good that I will to do, | do not do; but the evil | will
not to do, t?“rOavtetched mpnrthatd ami! Whe will deliver me from

this body of death? (Romans 7:18-19, 24 NKJ) As he looks at the frustration of
failure to be and do good by his own strength, he asks that question that
men still ask: Who will deliver me from this frustrating existence? Some
look to government, some to the medical practitioners, others look to
various religious traditions, and still others try on their own, but all
without success. As Paul offers this great question, he follows with the
clear answer: I thank God-- through Jesus Christ our Lord! (Romans 7:25 NKJ) He
has found the only solution to man’s need for spiritual healing. Jesus!

In Him we can find spiritual completion, rest for our soul, and freedom
for our spirit all of which will enable us to continue to walk, serve, and
worship Jesus regardless of the world’s politics. Even if we find the
world’s system in collapse, we can rest assured of our liberty in Jesus.
Have a happy 4™, but remember the true source of liberty. Pastor Doug



