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The Bible tells us to…Study to show thyself approved unto God, a 
workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.  
(2 Timothy 2:15 KJV)  It seems to be a straightforward command.  It tells 
us that by studying the Word we can then, through the Holy 
Spiritñs leading, share the Word correctly with those around us. In 
addition to being able to share the Gospel, we have Scripture that 
assures us that to hide Godñs Word in our hearts enables the Holy 
Spirit to communicate righteousness to us in our life choices and 
activities. Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee. 12

Blessed art thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes.  (Psalm 119:11-12 KJV)  The 
writer of Hebrews also describes the very important, and 
powerful, nature of the Word when he writeså  For the word of God 
is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any two edged sword, piercing even to 
the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a 

discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. (Heb 4:12 KJV)  

So, with such powerful admonitions regarding the Word of 
God, the Bible, why is it that so many Christians spend so little 
time reading and studying the Word?  When asked, many would 
say that they just donñt have the time needed to study Godñs Word.  
Yet when asked what they do spend time reading, magazines, 
newspapers, and books are mentioned.  Perhaps time is not the 
limiting factor after all.  Maybe itñs really a lack of interest.

Much of our reading seems to be focused on fiction, politics, 
and information of interest, but none of these have anything of 
eternal value to offer the reader.  James tells us that our lives are 
not our own and that we must take into account Godñs ownership 
of time and eternity when we make our plans. Go to now, ye that say, 
Today or tomorrow we will go into such a city, and continue there a year, and buy 
and sell, and get gain: 14 Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For 
what is your life? It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then 
vanisheth away. 15 For that ye ought to say, If the Lord will, we shall live, and do 

this, or that.  (Jam 4:13-15 KJV)  With eternal values in mind then, and 
the temporal nature of our lives, should we not include Godñs 
Word in our daily living and planning?
To enjoy Godñs provision of salvation by His grace would we 

not be better off knowing what that provision entails?  Knowing 
what He has provided and promised requires that we consult 

His Word for therein He has clearly communicated what is 
given and required.  His commandments, His provision for life, 
His salvation, and His promises to those who love Him are all 
contained in that Bible that we often ignore for much of our 
lives.  Above all, the Scriptures speak of Jesus, our Savior, that 
we might have an intimate relationship with the author and 
finisher of our faith, and that our lives can be more pleasing to 
Him.

One way we can improve our study habits is to engage 
others in the pursuit of the Truth in Scripture.  Paul suggests 
that we should do just that. åAnd be not drunk with wine, wherein is 
excess; but be filled with the Spirit; 19 Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns 
and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord; 20 Giving 
thanks always for all things unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ; 21 Submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of God.  (Eph 5:15-

21 KJV)  Recognizing that as we share together in fellowship in 
Christ we can encourage each other to know Him through His 
Word.  Sharing the challenge of growing in grace can best be 
realized by sharing in His Word.  Studying with a friend, family 
member, spouse or in Bible study groups, can provide the push 
needed to spend the time digging into the Scripture in order to 
know Him more completely.  

Having the accountability factor of a study partner or group,  
can help us develop the hunger for the Word that we need in 
order to practice our own personal discipline of study and 
prayer. Jesus taught thatå Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst 

after righteousness: for they shall be filled. (Matthew 5:6 KJV)  To develop 
such a hunger one is best served by spending quality time in 
Godñs Word.  îHow do I start?ï, is a question often asked when 
the subject of Bible Study arises.  

Reading a few chapters a day in order to read the entire 
Bible in a year using a calendar based plan can be a good start 
in developing a regular reading habit.  There are a variety of 
study tools now available which can assist us with helps that 
can improve our understanding of the original intent of the 
portion being studied.  Bible dictionaries can provide cultural 
context for the reader to appreciate the time period being 
discussed. There are many more, however, primary to the 
entire effort to be a good student of the Word is to pray 
diligently for the Holy Spirit to illuminate the Word to our 
heart.   Letñs purpose to be approved workmen.  Pastor Doug


