


Reflections

Have you ever thought of yourself as too weak, too lacking in
talent to be used of God in His Kingdom? I can share with
certainty that you are not the only one who has had such doubts.
When we assess our talents, gifts, and abilities it seems that we
come up short, especially when we compare ourselves to someone
with great talent and gifting. When Gideon was chosen by God to
deliver the Children of Israel from the yoke of Midianite bondage
he was anything but a great warrior. He, in fact, was hiding in the
winepress threshing wheat so he would not be seen by them. In
spite of his current condition as a fearful young man, God looked
at him and saw what Gideon would become with His Spirit
enabling him. I'm sure Gideon was taken aback when the angel of
the Lord had this to say...

12 And the angel of the LORD appeared to him and said to him, "*The LORD is with
you, O valiant warrior." (Judges 6:12 NAS)

In this account of Gideon’s call to service, it becomes evident
that God views a person’s potential from the perspective of His
Spirit within us giving us the power to be what He has called us to
be as His children. Gideon, with God’s Spirit upon him, became
the liberator of the nation of Israel from the Midianites and her
judge for 40 years.

David, a small shepherd, faced an enemy greater in every
physical respect than himself and yet was confident because he
was going forward to battle in the name of God, and with God’s
Spirit empowering David, he defeated the giant Goliath. Once
again, the least member of a family became a powerful leader, in
David’s case the king of Israel, because of God’s Spirit upon him
and his faith to walk in relationship with God.

Solomon, David’s son, was named to succeed his father, David,
in the monarchy of Israel. Solomon being young and without
experience, called on God to grant him wisdom to rule God’s
peoplelsrael. Not only did God grant his request but gave him the
privilege of being the builder of the Temple of God.

One could look at many of the heroes of faith in the Bible and
discover that God chose those to whom He gave great and crucial
power to do God’s will among His people. Jesus came as a humble
servant to be the Savior. Even He. who is God. humbled himself

in order to be the Savior of mankind; to save those who would
receive Him as their redeemer. Have this attitude in yourselves which
was also in Christ Jesus, ® who, although He existed in the form of God, did not
regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied Himself, taking the
form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men. & And being found
in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point
of death, even death on a cross. (Philippians 2:5-8 NAS)

From the lowliest men of old, God selected His warriors,
leaders, prophets and kings. He, alone, decided who would be
His obedient servants and then gave His Spirit to empower
them to do what He wanted to have accomplished. Example
after example can be found where the small, those of little or no
reputation, but those who would be willingly obedient to God
were chosen and given God’s Spirit. They were just common
folk who listened to God’s command for them to be active in
His service and who were willing to step out depending on His
power to fulfill the challenges presented to them. These are the
ones who became the heroes of the Scripture.

When we are faced with God’s call on our lives to serve Him
in a capacity that stretches our confidence, our talent, our skill,
and above all, our obedience to Him, let’s remember those who
have gone before. Those who were blessed with God’s success
in their service to Him, regardless of their perceived lack of skill
and abilities, serve as our examples. By letting God decide who
will best serve Him in a particular capacity or ministry, we will
see much greater effectiveness in the Church.

By expressing our fear in terms of false humility, we may
void an opportunity to not only experience God’s provision for
service in our lives, but may also cost those, to whom we were
called to serve God’s special purpose, the blessing that God has
ordained for them. We often say such things as: I'm just not
one who has that gift! orI just can’t do those things because I
don’t have the skills needed! Remember Gideon? He was in a
winepress hiding from the Midianites for fear, but when he did
what God called him to do, he routed those very enemies and
won a great victory. Through God’s presence and provision for
him as he obeyed and let God decide his potential, he became
valiant indeed.

So when God calls us to serve Him, let’s remember these
heroes of faith and reply: Here am I, I'll serve you, send me!
Let’s let Him decide what we’re able to do. Pastor Doug



