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Rerlections

The old man and the boy were moving slowly through
the forest as they sought out their quarry. The old fella’ looked
down at his young grandson and cautioned him about the
woods and how easy it is to get lost by not paying attention to
where you've been. He said, “It’s important to look back as you
move forward so that you will understand what the forest will
look like when you try to get back to where you started. If you
don’t look back occasionally” he continued, “nothing will look
familiar when you turn to leave the area.”

The old man’s observation could, just as easily, reflect on our
own journeys through life as disciples of Jesus. If we don’t
occasionally look back at how the Lord has taken care of us in the
pastit can be quite easy to forget that in today’s hectic
circumstances He still watches and cares for us. Peter, who had
suffered for the Gospel, declares...Therefore humble yourselves under the
mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time, 7 casting all your care
upon Him, for He cares for you. & Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the
devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour. ® Resist him,
steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings are experienced by your
brotherhood in the world. 12 But may the God of all grace, who called us to His
eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after you have suffered a while, perfect, establish,
strengthen, and settle you. (1Pe 5:6-10 NKJ)

Peter could certainly look back and remember how he had
been privileged to see Christ glorified on the mountain, or when
Jesus calmed the sea for His disciples, or even when he had been
summoned by Jesus to come to Him and he, himself, had walked
on the water to Jesus. He could also remember how he was
released from prison, but most importantly, how Jesus had
forgiven his rejection of Him during the events leading up to the
crucifixion. From this rehearsal of the past Peter could encourage
his fellows to stand firm and let this Jesus sustain them in
circumstances where His power could be confirmed in their lives.
We too, can find great peace in the present by occasionally
reminding ourselves of Christ’s work in our lives in times past.

Paul, the apostle, shared with the Corinthian Church how he
had been taken through scourgings, shipwrecks, stonings, and
imprisonments for the sake of the Gospel and yet he could

declare that his sufferings were inconsequential compared to
the glory to come in Christ. Likewise he explains to the
Philippian Church that he continually rejoices in the loss of the
temporal for the certainty of eternity. He informs them... But
what things were gain to me, these | have counted loss for Christ. & Yet indeed |
also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my
Lord, for whom | have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish,
that | may gain Christ ® and be found in Him, not having my own righteousness,
which is from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness
which is from God by faith; 1° that | may know Him and the power of His
resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death,
(Phi 3:7-10 NKJ)

The writer of the book of Hebrews, looks back over history
and establishes the powerful testimony of those who have gone
before us in living their faith. They were those who were
faithful regardless of the threats, abuses, challenges and attacks
of the world against them. Included also are those who had a
living faith in what God had promised them, without despair,
even when considering the “impossibilities” of the natural
order of things that would speak against those promises being
realized. We can look back and gain strength from their great
example of faith in God. Once again, looking back confirms the
promisesyet to be fulfilled. Paul advises Timothy that all the
Scripture is of God. ...All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness,
17 that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good
work. (2Ti 3:16-17 NKJ) We can rest assured in the integrity of the
Word and the promises of care and sustaining grace.

I will always remember my grandfather telling me to look
back once in a while as I walked through the woods so that I
would always know where I am and from where I came. Time
and again it has kept me from getting hopelessly lost. In a
similar manner, I have learned to look back in my life to be
reminded of how God has led me, cared for me, and supplied
my needs when I had no apparent way out of the circumstances
being faced. By looking back I remember where I've been and
can then face today, tomorrow, or as many days that lie ahead,
and can better see that today is in His hands just as past events
were under His control. When you get discouraged about the
circumstances you face today, just look back and gain comfort
and confidence in His ability to carry you through. Pastor Doug



