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The Savior, during His time on Earth, made it very clear

that the little ones were important to Him. In fact, He used a
little child to illustrate the need for a child -like spirit and faith
to be part of the kingdom.  .At that time the disciples came to Jesus,
saying, "Who then is greatest in the kingdom of heaver#Then Jesus called a
little child to Him, set him in the midst of theni,and said,"Assuredly, | say to
you, unless you are converted and become as little children, you will by no me
enter the kingdom of heavert."Therefore whoever humbles himself as this little
child is the greatestin the kingdom of heaven:Whoever receives one little chil
like this in My name receives M&."But whoever causes one of these little ones
who believe in Me to sin, it would be better for him if a millstone were hung
around his neck, and he were drowned in the depth of the sdslat 18:1-6 NKJ)
He also made very clear that the little ones were to be protected
from the sins of men. Causing a little one to stumble was
essentially a capital offense spiritually. Jesus definitely advocated
for the little ones being loved, cared for, and protected.

It is hard to imagine a parent or grandparent who would not
give their life for their little ones. We teach them to avoid going
with strangers, to wear protective gear when riding bikes, using
their seatbelts in a vehicle, what is safe to eat or drink, and the
things that are best avoided for
them the things that will protect their hearts and minds? The
Bible tells us & 4 And you, fathers, do not provoke your children to wrath, but
bring them up in the training and admonition of the Lord. (Ephesi@4NKJ) To
protect their spiritual lives we must equip them with the Word of
God, and lead them to follow Him by accepting Jesus as their
Savior and Lord. We, of course, are to be examples of those who
are faithful disciples of Christ so that our children and grand -
children can see our faith in action. David declared that the Word
of God is essential to walking righteously when he said XHowcan a
young man cleanse his way? By taking heed according to Your Wovdith my
whole heart | have sought You; Oh, let me not wander from Your commandmt
11Your word | have hidden in my heart, That | might not sin against You!
(Psalm119:911NKJ)

Godis Word is powerful, and as
e X ¢ | a Fomise @vord of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any
two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints

marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.
(HebrewsA:12NKJ)When our hearts and minds are filled with the
Word of God, the Holy Spirit can bring to our immediate
attention the most appropriate verse(s) to help us in our daily
circumstances. By teaching and training our little ones in the
Word of God, we provide them with His armor against the wiles
of the enemy.  Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power c
His might.11 Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand
against the wiles of the devil? For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, bt
against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this
age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly plaé&$herefore take
up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, al
having done all, to stand.(Eph6:10-13 NKJ)

What better protection could anyone have than the armor of
God, provided by His grace, through His Word and empowered
by the Holy Spirit! The rest of this passage describes the ways
in which GodfAis armor can be of v
mi nds from the worl dfis various d
ones are, and will continue to be, bombarded with the lies and
deceptions of a world system controlled by Satan. Without

GodAs protection and ours, their
kind of spiritual slavery or another. Our work to protect them

by GodfAis grace and His Word coul
how can we accomplish this treme
the Scripture for our answer.

Moses, in his Tsermoni to prepa

God in the promised land, gave the principles for us to follow

as we work to provide our little ones with spiritual protection.

4"Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is’dieu shall love the LORD
your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your strengthAnd
these words which | command you today shall be in your heditou shall teach
them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your hous
when you walk by the way, when you lie down, and when you rise up.
(Deuteronomyb6:7 NKJ) We are called on to have His Word  in our

hearts, to diligently teach it to our little ones, and we are to talk of

it continuously. And, by the way,
hooki in this work. Notice what
responsibility cycl e f o%thabtybusnaeyrearithe

LORD your God, to keep all His statutes and His commandments which | comn
you,you and your son and your grandspall the days of your life,

(Deuteronomy6:2NKJ)L e t i s | foro litte anes.  Pastor Doug



