( Gppontunities abound to help in
ministry to ourt children. We have need for
childnren ‘s wortkerns in dnr. Churtch, helpens
in Sundlay School, and even on Wednesday
evening kid’s club. Can we count on you to

| answen the call fort help?

A N "Whoever receives
one little child like

this in My name

receives Me.”
(Mat 18:5 NKJ)
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Reflections

The news of late frequently reports heinous attacks
on children by men and women behaving as ravenous predators
who, in their depravity, assault, abuse, kidnap and murder many
innocent children. We also are told of courts who have become
extremely lenient in assessing penalties on these criminals. Some
have been given mere probation for unspeakable acts against
children while others have been given very short and unjustifiably
minimal penalties for their crimes against children.

Jesus, during His earthly ministry, made very clear that He
loved children and that He would hold accountable, those who
would harm one of these little ones. 2 Then Jesus called a little child to
Him, set him in the midst of them, 3 and said, "Assuredly, | say to you, unless you
are converted and become as little children, you will by no means enter the
kingdom of heaven. 4 "Therefore whoever humbles himself as this little child is the
greatest in the kingdom of heaven. ® "Whoever receives one little child like this in
My name receives Me. ¢ "But whoever causes one of these little ones who believe
in Me to sin, it would be better for him if a millstone were hung around his neck,
and he were drowned in the depth of the sea. (Matthew 18:2-6 NKJ) In order to
ibecome |Iike little childreni we
pride and our adult doubts, and embrace Jesus with a pure, child-
like faith . Little children exhibit an ability to be trusting and open
until the world eventually changes their perceptions through
disappointments and suffering. Jesus uses their trusting nature as
an example of spiritual humility.

The Church is in a unique and won
thesei | itt| ecemtarelparents ve musiotehch them the
wonders of serving God and help th:
Word in order to protect them spiritually. We must share the
wonders of fellowship in the Spirit and the beauty of sharing in
worshipping the Savior. We must introduce them to Jesus and allow
the Holy Spirit to draw them to Christ as they grow in their personal
understanding of who He is and that He died for their sins. We can
then baptize them in His name and disciple them in following Him as
His dear children. What a glorious privilege!

As wonderful as these opportunities are, there is also another
potential influence on those whose spiritual lives have been
entrusted to us as the body of Ch
their perception of Jesus, and His Church, by how we ourselves
treat our Lord, His Word and His commandments. Just as a little

child will mimic a dad or momfAs Ww:
they wild/| al so become a reflecti o
Word, how we relate to His commandments, and how our lives
demonstrate or fail in our obedience to His Word.

As we see a large majority of our children abandon our own
religious practices because in us they see hypocrisy, we must
begin to ask ourselves: Why? Have we merely given lip-service to
God by practicing a religious expression that is devoid of life? Is it
because we have not really accepted His Lordship in our lives and,
as a result, our children come to disbelieve our rhetoric? Have we
given them the impression that it
rejected? Serious questions indeed! Answers are not as obvious as
are some of the questions and causes argued by wayward children
who become adults without coming to a saving faith in Christ.

Remember, our kids believe our words only if they are, in fact,
validated by our works. James puts the principle in these words.
But someone will say, "You have faith, and | have works." Show me your faith
without your works, and | will show you my faith by my works. (James 2:18 NKJ)
How easy it is to say: Do as I say, not as I do. This is hypocrisy! To
teach important principles that we then do not practice, is a sure way
to convince our children that what we espouse is not real. Since it
doesniit seem to apply to our own | i
they will argue.

Now we come to the most powerful principle of all, that when it is
applied to our lives can make a tremendous difference in how
effective we are in leading our children to see and accept Jesus as
their Lord and Savior. It is so simple that we often miss its power.
Jesus put it in the form of a question. "But why do you call Me "Lord, Lord,’
and do not do the things which | say? (Luke 6:46 NKJ) When we examine
ourselves, we often discover that while calling Him Lord, Lord, we
ignore His commandmentsin our daily lives and in so doing do
we not give our children a reason to doubt His authority and
reality, and as a result, see us as being hypocritical?

When we have been given such a great responsibility for
raising our children in the Tfear
the Bible admonishes us to do ..And you, fathers, do not provoke your
children to wrath, but bring them up in the training and admonition of the Lord.
Eph.64) i s it not a commandment ? S h ¢
seriously His marching orders for being a disciple? As a church
body we are to minister together, serving one another in love and
in commitmentto being an obedient servant to our Lord Jesus.
We may need to remind ourselves that this special relationship of
service to the body definitely includes our children. Pastor Doug



