Living for the Lord’s Sake (cont.)
|Peter,ch.3

Separated fromfleshly lusts (1-18)

1. Fleshly lusts war against the soul.

2. Make our conduct honorable before men as a witness.
3. Glorify God through your good works.

4. Express love for the brotherhood.

5. FearGod.

Submitting to Authority (1-18)

1. Submit to the authorities for the Lord’s sake.

2. Live as free, but without vice.

3. Your good works may silence ignorant men.

4. Submit to authority because of conscience toward God.

5. Endure suffering for the Lord’s sake.
Marriage: A Special Submission (1-25)
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The Heavens
Declare
His Glory!




The heavens declare the glory of God, and the firmament shows His
handiwork! Psalm 19:1 Mankind has always had a fascination with the stars, planets,
and great features of the Universe.

We have studied, viewed through telescopes, and
pondered the great
magnitude of the heavenly bodies that we see. We have imagined other civilizations and
cultures where superior beings live and plan assaults on our little corner of the heavens.
Science fiction writers, UFO-bu
terrestrial” possibilities of a
have fueled many generations with the, often frightening, stories of invasions and cosmic battles
and space travel that allows earth-bound humans to explore the universe. Films and TV
programs portray great voyages into the vastness of the universe in fantastic ships, with
amazing technology, and a crew of many life forms who travel from civilization to civilization.
The Bible, on the other hand, teaches that it was God who designed and created the
Universe and all that exi st s Ibthe
beginning God created the heavens and the earth. Genesis 1:1 In the book of Job,
God challenges Job to answer Him as He describes the various parts of His creation of the
Universe. He asks Job a simple
stars and all that is in them.

and speechless. He had no comprehension of the creation and wisely bowed before the One

who had actually created it.
For us, in our modern-day arrogance, to deny the glory of God in the wonders of the
Universe is to declare ourselves to be wiser than the Almighty God. We hear fantastic

theories of how it all came into being, including explanations of how planets, moons, and stars

were “born” out of nothing. Ca
“enlightened” insights in an at
order to become, in essence, th

puny efforts of the most important part of His creation, MAN, trying to explain away His
creative involvement in making both the Universe and mankind itself.

As man has declared himself to be wise and all-knowing, he has instead, become
foolish, vain and self-worshipping. He has tried, without success, to explain how the creation
was really acc o mpHauiwdeh te thurchini R&mdth@ iy
to honor God had dire consequences.

For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and
unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, because what

may be known of God is manifest in them, for God has shown it to them. For since
the creation of the world His invisible attributesare clearly seen, being understood
by the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are
without excuse, because, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God,
nor were thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts
were darkened. Professing to be wise, they became fools, and changed the glory of
theincorruptible God into an image made like corruptible mant and birds and
four-footed animals and creeping things. Romans 1:18-23 To f ac e
denying His reality, His glory, and ultimately His plan of salvation to rescue us from the

Go

wages of our sin and to give us eternal life in Christ, is the destiny awaiting those who reject
Him as Creator God.

When we, His children, view the heavens, we can rejoice in His glory being displayed
in the magnificence of the Universe. Instead of trying to eliminate Him from His rightful place
as the God of the Universe, we can affirm in our hearts His wondrous nature, His excellent
greatness, His etemnal glory, and His gift of salvation in Jesus Christ.
His grace that restored, in Christ, the right to be His children. But as many as received
Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in
His name: who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of
man, but of God. John 1:12-13 Even while we wonder what it would be like to travel to

We can praise Him for

distant stars, we can see that the vast nature of the Universe is truly known only to its
creator, God the Great | Am. We can clearly see that the heavens do indeed declare the
glory of God. With that in mind, how much more wonderful it is that the King of Glory

elected to come as a babe in the manger, to become our Redeemer, our resurrected Lord
and soon returning King.

All praise is due Him. Pastor Doug



