
How’s Your
Foundation?

Living for the Lord’s Sake (cont.)
I Peter , ch. 3

Marriage: A Special Submission (1-25)
1. Submission not weakness!
2. Submission not subservience!
3. Chaste conduct more powerful than words.
4. Husbands, not rulers!
5. Husbands and wives equal heirs of salvation.
6. Husbands must honor their wives.
Sanctified Living (2-1)
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Living in the Church in Proper Relationship
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Over the years, along the Oregon coast, people have tried to build their dream homes 
overlooking the mighty Pacific Ocean.  Their hope was to have a place where the storms could 
be watched and appreciated for their ferocity and where the weather of Spring and Summer would 
allow them to see the migrating whales, to observe the seals and sea lions that frequent the off-
shore waters, and to enjoy the flight of the many seabirds that would be flying overhead.

The problem?  Their houses were built on the sand.  The very storms that had drawn 
them to the coast, were the forces that conspired to destroy their beautiful dream homes.  The 
winds, rains, and tides began to erode the underlying sandy cliffs until finally the foundations 
collapsed and the homes were lost to the elements.  

Jesus used this same scenario to illustrate a very important spiritual principle.  The 
principle of obedience to His Word.   …Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of 

mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man, which built his house upon 
a rock: And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat 
upon that house; and it fell not: for it was founded upon a rock.  And every one that 
heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened unto a foolish 
man, which built his house upon the sand: And the rain descended, and the floods 
came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell: and great was the 
fall of it.  Matt. 7:24-27  

It is quite clear that Jesus expects us to do the things that He has taught in His 
Word.  Jesus, who is the foundation of our  faith, must also be the foundation for our lives.  
We are called, in Him, to live our lives according to the leading of His indwelling Holy Spirit 
who informs our choices through God’s Word.  Paul explains to the Corinthian church that our 
spiritual lives can be built on only one foundation, Jesus Christ. …For no other foundation 

can anyone lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.  I Corinthians 3:11  He 
further informs the Colossian church that all that we do should be done for God’s glory . And 

whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God the Father through Him. Colossians 3:17

As we have begun to witness the apparent collapse of the world economies because they 

were founded on unsound and dangerous
financial principles and foundations, it causes each of us to realize that this world’s system is 
not a trustworthy place on which to build our life’s value.  The various financial investment 
strategies that have been developed to minimize risk to the investor, have been usurped by greedy 
men and women who are more interested in their own benefits than those of the people whose 
money they were trusted to manage.  It has become a house built on the sand that can not 
endure the storms of life that have descended upon it and its collapse is inevitable.

It has become more important than ever to invest our lives in Jesus and His Word and 
to depend on His care for us.  No matter what aspect of life we consider, we can see in the 
Word of God the kind of wisdom needed to live in His blessings and to face life without fear.  

In every part of life we are called on to seek Him first and be confident in His provision for us 
as we live in obedience to His Word.  In our marriages, families, finances, and in raising our 
children, the Word informs us of the best methods for enjoying the blessings of God in our life.  
We ignore His Word at our own peril and that of our children.

Satan, the god of this world, is bent on destroying the church and all who claim Jesus as 

Lord.  Peter warns…  Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, 

that he may exalt you in due time: Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for 
you. Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, 
walketh about, seeking whom he may devour: I Peter 5:6-8  In order to combat the 
influences of this corrupt world system that would distract and defeat God’s children, we are called 
to live righteously in Christ.  He assures us that if we do what He has commanded us to do, 
He will take our cares on Himself and will give us the weapons of warfare needed to defeat the 
enemy’s attacks and deceptions.

This brings us to the most important questions of all when we analyze ourselves by His 
Word.  How is your own life’s foundation? Have you built your life on the Rock of our faith, 
Jesus Christ?  Are you walking in obedience to His Word?  Is your life based on living in His 
Spirit?  Are you being equipped in your faith by His Word and fellowship in His church? Paul 
tells the Corinthians that their works will be tested by fire and only those works developed in the 
gold and silver of obedience to our Lord will stand His scrutiny.  That which is built of wood, 
hay and stubble will be consumed.  Let’s be about our Father’s business and build on the Rock, 

Christ Jesus, and let’s build with His righteous Word.  Pas t or Doug 


